
No. PR/19(1)/12-13        Dated: 17.05.2012. 

The Editor,  

The Indian Express,  

9&10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,  

New Delhi. 

Subject: Factual errors in the article “And not a grain to eat” authored Ms Brinda Karat 

regarding addition of storage space by FCI. 

 

Dear Sir, 

Please refer to the article titled “And not a grain to eat” written by Ms Brinda 

Karat that appeared in your newspaper today i.e. on 17.05.2012. In the said article, the 

author has mentioned that the Government has failed to increase storage capacity by 

significant degree and that capacity of FCI godowns was enhanced by merely one lakh 

tonnes.  

This contention of the author is factually incorrect as you may see from the 

following table that 92.24 lakh tonnes of storage space have been added by FCI 

through hiring storage space from CWC (Central Warehousing Corporation), SWCs 

(State Warehousing Corporations), Sate Agencies and Private Parties during 2008-09 

to 2011-12: 

S. No. Year Net hired capacity 

(Lakh tonnes) 

1 2008-09 13.99 

2. 2009-10 32.20 

3. 2010-11 26.44 

4. 2011-12 19.61 

Total 92.24 

 

Besides, it also brought to the notice of the author that Govt. of India through FCI 

has approved 151.96 lakh tonnes of storage space to be created by private 

entrepreneurs under guarantee scheme. So far, 90.75 lakh tonnes capacity to be 

constructed by private parties, 5.40 lakh tonnes to be constructed by CWC and 14.75 

lakh tonnes to be constructed by SWCs have already been sanctioned for construction. 

Out of 110.90 lakh tonnes capacity sanctioned for construction, about 28.67 lakh tonnes 

have already been constructed.  



Apart from the above, about 5.74 lakh tonnes of storage capacity is being 

created under 12th five year plan in North Eastern states and other hilly states. 

It is therefore requested that a suitable rejoinder may be published in your 

newspaper for the information of readers and the author to bring about the correct 

perspective on the subject. 

With best regards  

 

Yours sincerely; 

 

 

 

(Chandrasen Kumar)  

Assistant General Manager  

Faculty, Institute of Food Security,  

Food Corporation of India,  

Gurgaon, Haryana.  

Ph: +91-9868327848. 


